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Communication:
The Band Council and Management Team see that
Special
points of ineffective
communications
are important
to achieving
terest:
development for our Community.
•

Briefly highlight you r p oint of interest he re.

•

Briefly highlight you r p oint of interest he re.

•

Briefly highlight you r p oint of interest he re.

As a first step in developing
a Communications Strategy
to improve communications,
we are pleased to announce that the Yekooche
Dustl’us will be re-started.
•

Briefly highlight you r p oint of interest he re.

Wendy Drummond and her
class of adult
students working in the Yekooche Learning Centre
have agreed to take on this
important project and we
hope you will enjoy this edition of the Yekooche
Dustl’us.
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Congratulations to Graduates of Skilled
Learning Foundations
On behalf of Band Council and the Management
Team, we are very
pleased to congratulate
all of the ten graduates
from the Skilled Learning
Foundations Program for
June, 2007. We are also
very pleased to recognize
your hard work, dedication and your personal
achievement.
We appreciate that it
wasn’t always fun and
that there were moments
of frustration and disappointment which led to
some colourful language
and rearranging of the
furniture. We also appreciate that you persevered
through difficult times and

stayed the
course to
complete the
Program. It
is these small
but important
achievements that
become the
steppingstones down
the path to a
successful
future.
Dream Catcher Graduates of the Skilled Learning Program
Congratulations again to
the graduates. Well
Marlene Joseph. Missing:
Leslie-Ann Millard, Cyrus
done.
Joseph and Danny JoPictured: Walter Paul Joseph.
seph, JD Joseph, Katelyn
Joseph, Dene Gauthier,
Submitted by Gary Jung,
Sabrina Joseph, Andrea
General Manager.
Tom, Alex Joseph and

Learning Centre Recognizes….
Sharing in the festivities
of acknowledging the
Dream Catcher Graduates, a number of Yekooche Learning Centre
learners were recognized
for their passion, commitment, focus and curiosity
in moving their learning
forward through individual
project development.
Congratulations to those
that received a certificate

of recognition for living
their learning: Maybelline
John, Mitchell Joseph,
Raphael Joseph, JD Joseph, Walter Paul Joseph, Tanya Joseph,
Christine Johnnie, Crystal
Shielke, Noreen Cameron
As well, all the typing enthusiasts, of all ages
were also recognized for
their accomplishments of

achieving high accuracy
with the speed coming
along very nicely.
Typing enthusiasts recognized:
Austin, Julia, Hillary,
Alanna, Larissa, LeslieAnn, Crystal, Katelyn,
Mitchell, Hank, Maybelline, Sonny, Stephanie,
Christine, Amy, Noreen,
Tanya, Sabrina
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Temporary Dyking to Prevent Flooding
As you are aware the sandbagging
for the temporary dyke to control
the forthcoming floodwaters, has
been completed several weeks ago
under the supervision of Mathew
Joseph. We are keeping careful
watch on the rising waters which
seem to creep closer to the dyke by
30-feet each week. As soon as the
flood waters reach the dyke we will

finish closing in the dyke and we
will activate the water pumps that
are currently on standby. We are
still in the process of sorting out
what expenses related to flood control that will be paid by Indian and
Northern Affairs Canada. We hope
to have those negotiations completed in the near future.
Submitted by Chief Allan Joseph

Community Beautification Project
Beautification Program
We are intending to develop a
series of projects to beautify our
Community and make it a more
attractive place to live and work,
and as well, we hope to develop
some pride in our Community.
In this light, we are pleased to
announce the following three
initiatives.
Lawn Mowing – As you are
probably
aware, we
have purchased two
lawn mowers
and two gas
weed eaters for cutting the grass
for all our public buildings. Elders’ homes will be included and
if there is time available, Band
members may request that their
lawns be cut at the rate of
$10.00 per cutting. This grass
cutting will only include the immediate area surrounding the
house (approximately 30-feet).

At the end of the summer season, the lawn mowers and weed
eaters will be auctioned off by
sealed bids to Band members.

kooche people and culture. This
is still in the planning stage,
however some ideas are to
cover the four posts in the
school lobby with birch bark, that
the four posts represents the
Beautification Contest – We
are pleased to announce a confour clans in Yekooche and each
test for the most
clan would sculp“a series of projects to beautify
beautiful house
ture their story on
and yard in Yetheir birch bark
our community and to make it a
kooche. The first
covered post. Anmore attractive place to live and
prize will be
other idea is to find
work”
$100.00 and the
an old dugout casecond prize will
noe, repair and
be $75.00. The first judging will
paint it in traditional colour and
take place at the end of July,
then suspend it from the ceiling
2007 and the second judging
with spotlights shining on it. Anwill take place in midother idea was to have display
September, 2007.
cases to house Yekooche hisPictures of the
torical objects and pictures.
winning houses
and yards may be
We would welcome your inpublished.
volvement and any suggestions
that you might have.
Updating the School Lobby –
Submitted by Chief Allan Joseph
Our objective is to give the
School Lobby a distinctive Yekooche feel that reflects the Ye-
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Community Garden
The community garden is well on its
way and we are going to have our
garden yet .The poles and rail’s
were found, cut and put in place,
the chicken wire is up and the planting has been completed. JM and
Teddy (the coordinator’s) have all
the equipment at hand and under
control. As expected, volunteers are
passing by and giving a hand, be-

cause we all know it’s not a community garden if we don’t come out
and help out, so get
off the couch, out the
house and over to
J.M/Teddy’s , so we
can get keep up the
watering and weeding.
But be sure to get
ready cause the sun is

going to shine, the bug’s “will” bite
and the rain might fall!

along with their coordinator, Paul
Mercer, went over the history of
their Treaty process and topics that
are important to both Nisga’a and
Yekooche including the Nisga’a
Treaty, Land Use, Governance,
Youth Organization and Economic
Development.

For myself, I had gone to the Nass
Valley to exchange First Nations
Communications Strategies. Based
on Self-governance, these talks had
taken place at the Nisga’a Lisims
Government Building. The same
had been done during my trip to
Calgary.

Yekooche participants had the privilege to take photos and notes
throughout the entire trip which covered New Aiyansh, Canyon City,
Fishery Bay, Gincolx Village, Gitskan and the traditional K’saan village and museum in Hazelton.

Submitted by Maybelline John

See you there!
Submitted by Mitchell
Joseph.

Nisga’a Field Trip
On March 12th-15th 2007 a group
of twelve Yekooche youth and an
Elder traveled to the Nass Valley
Nisga’a Nation. We traveled by van
to Terrace where we stayed at the
Coast Hotel. The trip from Terrace
was an hour and a half drive further, along the the Nisga’a highway
to New Aiyansh one of four villages
of Nisga’a.
Over the three days, Yekooche met
with a Nisga’a group called Youth
Organizing Youth (YY). While we
toured the Nisga’a Nation, members of the Youth Organizing Youth,

Taken from her report: Yekooche/
Nisga’a Treaty Governance Youth
Exchange. For more information,
please contact Maybelline.

Meals on Wheels for Yekooche Elders
Since January, 2007 Tanya Joseph
has been operating Meals on
Wheels for Yekooche Elders, preparing and delivering food, providing housekeeping if they need it and
paying social visits. Each
day is an early start with
preparation of the meals at
the Head Start kitchen in the
school, and delivering the meals to

the elders for lunch. Extensive time
goes into menu planning, shopping
lists and keeping inventory. Recently she ran a
survey to see if the elders
were happy with the
meals and services and to
find out if there was anything else she could be
doing. In addition to her hard work
she continues at the learning centre

to find new ways to run her business
more efficiently. Tanya enjoys her
work, the walks, and spending time
with elders. Submitted by Tanya Joseph
For more information contact Tanya
Joseph. Please Note: The Elders
Meals on Wheels service is taking
the summer off and it is hoped to begin again in the Fall.
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Jean Marie Joseph Elementary
Sports Day
The school held a Sports Day on
Friday, June 8th. It was great
fun! Events included Balloon Toss,
Whistle Relay, Obstacle Course,
Potato Sack Races, Egg
Races, Three Legged Race, Tug of
War and finally a
game of Capture
the Flag. We
wrapped up the
day with snacks
and prizes.

Joseph). It was a daunting task but
Paul took it on; planning races &
games, organizing teams, setting
up each competition and running the event itself. You did an
amazing job, Paul!
A big thank you to
Susan, our stand-in
"coach" and
Noreen, our
"camera lady"!

We'd like to thank
and congratulate
Paul (Walter Paul

We were so happy
to see community
members out to

watch the event! A special thank
you to those who participated: Chief Allen, Duane, LeslieAnn, Dene, Mitchell and Tanya!
There was one student in particular
who stood out as BEST
SPORT. Hillary Julian gave every
event her best effort and ran to the
aid of any other student who
needed encouragement. Great job
Hillary! We're
proud of you!
Submitted by
Amanda Holland

Thank you from Carrie
Hadih everyone.
As most of you know I will be
leaving at the end of the school
year. I just wanted to thank everyone for letting me be a part of
your community and for making
me feel so welcome. I will miss
all of you and think of you often.
If anyone would like to keep in
touch my email address is

csand11@msn.com.
Thank you,
Carrie Sanders
To Austin, Hillary,
Jason, Kyle, and
Stephanie:

you learn this year. I think you
are all capable of great things
and I encourage you to continue
working hard at school. You
better all keep in
touch. I miss you
already.

Thanks for a great
year! I have really
enjoyed watching

Love Teacher.

Trip to the Community Garden
Many thanks to JM for taking
time from his other duties to work with the
students in learning
how to plant a garden.
The young gardenersto-be were shown how

to hoe a row, plant potatoes,
radishes and squash.
They will be anxiously
awaiting the rains and
the results of this garden lesson, and hopefully… they will jump in
with the weeding and

the watering as well!
Thanks JM!
Submitted on request by
Carrie Sanders
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July 2007

Schedule of Events

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Time Sheets
Due

SA Mid-Month

16

17

18

19

Logo Contest
Closes

22

23

24

20

• July 20— SA stubs for
August issue should be sent
to Karen no later than
July 20/07 the stubs are
available at the Band
Office
• July 31— Art Contest for
Health Report see pg 8 for
more details

Pay Day

15

• July 17— Learning Centre
Logo contest deadline. See
pg 7 for more details

21

August SA
Stubs to Karen

25

26

Time Sheets
Due

27
SA

28

Pay Day

29

30

31
Cover Contest Closes

Amanda Holland Rises to New
Challenges
On behalf of Band Council and
the Management Team, we are
pleased to announce the appointment of Amanda Holland to
the position of School Administrator and Director of Education.
Amanda’s appointment is effective August 7th, 2007 for one
year.
After Amanda returns from visiting her family in New Brunswick,
she will be very busy filling the
positions of Intermediate
Teacher, Head Start Coordinator
and Adult Education Teacher.
In September Amanda will continue her successful role as the
Primary Class Teacher. She will

also take on the new challenges
of School Administrator and Director of Education. This means
that Amanda will be busy with
effective planning for the successful operation of the Education Program including Head
Start, Primary, Intermediate and
Adult Education. She will also
be overseeing both the Head
Start and Adult Education Programs to ensure success.

Yekooche Learning
Centre on the Move
Learning Centre moving to ‘new
space’!
With the increased use of the
Learning Centre, and the limited
space available at its current location, the Yekooche Learning Centre
will begin moving its operation of
Individual and Project Based Learning activities to the Adult Education
Area of the Jean Marie Joseph Elementary School over the summer.

Please join us in congratulating
Amanda on her new appointment and show her your cooperation and support to meet the
new challenges ahead.

This move will serve to maximize all
Adult Education resources and
learning opportunities. Modifications
will be made within the school to
maintain the comfort and security of
both the children and the adults
using the learning facilities.

Submitted by Gary Jung, General
Manager

More information to come as the
move progresses.
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Pubic Notice
Disease in Moose
This is classic Hydatid disease, rather an ugly one,
caused by the tapeworm Echinococcus granulosus. It CAN be an awful one to get infected by,
can cause death in humans. Dogs and other
canids are intermediate hosts for the parasite, so
you NEVER want to let your dogs get at the entrails of an infected moose, they'll live in the dog's
intestines and can get transferred to you from handling or playing with your dog.
If the juvenile worms encyst in your brain, it can kill
you. Major problems in lungs and livers of people
as well, but they do NOT live in human intestines.
There's nothing really "abnormal" about this
moose, it just had the misfortune to be pretty heavily infected with the tapeworm. The cysts in the
lungs and liver themselves are not infectious to
people. Hydatid is always around, but generally at
pretty low infection levels...the meat of this animal
was probably fine to eat.

Upcoming Projects
Project: Mountain Pine Beetle Program
The Chief and Council sought funding to determine some of the impacts as a result of the
Mountain Pine Beetle epidemic
#1 starting in August
Documentation of important culture and heritage sites in the territory. An elders heritage
working group will be formed and they will work
with Yekooche researchers to document important areas and sites. The purpose of this project
is protect these sites from the Mountain Pine
Beetle harvesting activities.
#2 starting in August
Forestry Workshops which will be open to all
YFN members. The workshops will demonstrate
the impacts of proper spacing and fertilizing
mountain pine beetle affected areas. Discussions will also involve how the harvesting of
pine beetle will impact the environment and resources that are important to Yekooche members.
Project: Culture and Language Program
We have not yet confirmed that funding will be
received, but our hope are that this project will
begin later this summer. The purpose of this
project is to bring elders and youth to Cunningham Lake for a week. Once at the Lake, the
youth will be taught how to fish, process fish,
camp and hunt. This is a cultural camp aimed at
strengthening Yekooche culture. It is also hoped
that the elders will share some of their stories
with the youth while they sit around the camp
fire.

PICTURES

FUNNIES
WestJet Joke
A mother and her very young son were flying WestJet Airlines from Ottawa to Calgary. The little boy
who had been quietly looking out the window, turned
to his mother and said, “If big dogs have baby dogs,
and big cats have baby cats, why don’t big airplanes
have baby airplanes?”
The mother who couldn’t think of an answer, told her

son to go ask the flight attendant. So the boy
walked down the aisle and asked the flight attendant who was busy serving drinks.
She smiled and asked, “Did your Mom tell you to
ask me?” The boy answered, “Yes, she did.”
”Well, then you go and tell your Mom that there are
no baby airplanes because WestJet always pulls
out on time. Have your Mom explain that to you.”

LOGO CONTEST
Deadline—July 17th

Deadline—July 31st

Yekooche Finance Office
1890 Third Avenue
Prince George, B.C. V2M 1G4
Phone: (250) 562-0592
Fax: (250) 562-0530
Band Office
Ph: (250) 612-4365 ext 8365
Fax: (250) 612-4366

Finance Staff in the Community
The Finance Staff will be working in the
community the first Monday of each
month if you require assistance with any
of the following:
SA – Karen Conroy
Status Cards – Cathy Thomas
Indian Registry – Cathy Thomas
Payroll – Lisa Thomas
Phone Service/Payments – Lisa Thomas

We’re on the web!
www.yekooche.com

Photo credits:
Mitchell Joseph, Judy Michaud, Cyrus Joseph, Wendy Drummond

Telephone Service
The telephone policy states that
those who have their phone disconnected for failure to pay their
bill will have to pay all amounts
owing before phone service will
be re-connected.
At the last Chief & Council meeting, it was decided to make some
changes to the policy.
The new policy will allow
service to be reconnected after signing
a repayment agreement where
the person agrees to pay the
monthly fee of $30 plus 10% of
the amounts owing prior to disconnection.

arrears are paid in full.
This decision is based on
whether Yekooche will have the
ability to perform its own connections/disconnections. We are
still waiting to hear
from ICI on this. If
we can’t, then there
will be a $60 charge
payable before service is re-connected.
This is the fee YFN
pays to ICI to have
service connected/
disconnected.
If payments are not received on
a regular basis and on time, your
service will be disconnected until

Payments can be made to Lisa
Thomas the first Monday of
each month in the community.
At the next Band Members
meeting, Council will be asking
Band Members for ideas on
where/how they think phone
payments can be made.

